
 

 

 

 

 

 

Spring 2010 Ministry Update 

Greetings to you all! We hope and pray you are doing well and enjoying the beauty 

of spring. It is hard to believe it is already April. We have much to share but will try 

to condense as to not send a 20 page update.   

Classes are going well and all our students are growing and changing in many ways 

physically, mentally and spiritually. 

We continue to present increasingly more difficult material 

to the students in math and language classes in order to 

challenge them to keep trying and growing.  We are 

focusing special attention on reading as several of our 

students have mastered the ability of beginning reading. 

This is an exciting step as reading has always proven to be 

a challenge since phonics is not helpful for a Deaf person. 

Reading requires large amounts of memorization and we 

are seeing many students start to excel in this area.  

In Bible class they are all memorizing scripture and learning 

about having a personal relationship with Christ.  In each 

class we are seeing growth and enthusiasm to learn.   

Cristina- our gardening teacher- has welcomed a new addition to her family, a 

beautiful girl born in March.  While she is on maternity leave the students have 

worked hard to maintain a flourishing garden and are enjoying fresh tomatoes, 

lettuce and many other healthy treats as the fruits (actually veggies) of their labor.   

 



 

CHURCH  

At church we are working with 

the youth group as they are 

interested in learning sign 

language to communicate with 

the Deaf teens.  We have a new 

teen boy, Luis, who now attends 

church services with Paco.  In 

March Paco celebrated his 1yr anniversary of accepting Christ.  He 

feels very strongly called to help other Deaf people learn about Christ.   

We are also in the midst of training a future interpreter to be able to 

help out with all the interpreting of bible studies, Sunday school and 

music services at church. This is a big help to me when I have to be 

away from church. 

 

Taking a trip back in time… 

Some days it is hard to see the growth and changes in our students 

since we see them regularly.  Recently, we found these pictures that 

gave us a glimpse of how much they really have changed in just a few 

short years.  Hope you enjoy as much as we did! 

 

  Daniel…2005     

  Daniel 2010   

  Daniel has had a very difficult  

  home life and often asks us to  

  let him live at CMM instead of  

  going home. He came to us a  

  very angry little 8 yr old and    

  has become an outgoing  

  13 yr old.                                      



 
 
 
 
     Paco 11  
     Then- a rebellious  
     pre-teen, arrested for  
     stealing and fighting    
      
     Paco 16  
     Now-baptized  

     believer and teaching  
     others about God 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  Anahi age 7      

  Anahi age 11  

  Anahi lives in a  

  very dangerous 

  home  

  environment.  

  Please pray for her! 

  

 



 

Financial Need 

One of the BEST parts of an outreach ministry is being able to expand the 

quality of assistance offered and quantity of people reached.  One of the 
HARDEST realities of an outreach ministry is when you find yourself unable 

to meet those needs or accept more people because your finances don’t 
allow for it.  Unfortunately that has been the situation here at Con Mis Manos 

for several months.  With increased activities and increased students comes 
increased financial need.  

 
 As you all know very well, prolonged financial difficulties in the US have 

affected churches abilities to support missions and families financial 
shortages that have caused the same.  Sadly the effects of such cutbacks 

are being seen here at CMM as we are currently faced with drops in financial 
support.  We have repeatedly gone over our budget and expenses. As lower 

and lower amounts of donations come in per month, we are having to cut 
many different expenses including educational activities that had been very 

successful.  

Some of the ministry activities that have been canceled or suspended due to 
funding include:  

 Classes in the town of Valle Hermoso (leaving the Deaf students there 
with no Deaf education) 

 swimming classes  
 field trips 

 birthday parties  
 new students who live too far to afford the gas to transport them 

 CMM internet and internet classes 
 program to support families in crisis (food, medical expenses) 

 drastic cuts in our personal living expenses, and more. 
  

Our goal and prayer is to expand the base of support for Con Mis Manos as 
to not be such a burden for a few.  If you have considered giving to Con Mis 

Manos but haven’t done so please know that now is a needed time to invest 

in this ministry. If you belong to a church and are willing to present Con Mis 
Manos to the mission board, please let us know and we will provide detailed 

ministry information. 
 

All financial donations are tax deductible and can be sent to: 
Workers for Mexico Mission 

PO Box 400  
Grayson, KY 41143. 

 
Please write check to Workers for Mexico and include a note specifying CMM. 



Personal Update    

As you may know I have experienced back pain for many years as a result 

of a car accident when I was young. Recently I began having increased 

pain that led to not being able to walk much and missing classes in Jan and 

Feb. In March I went to a doctor in Matamoros and after tests it was found 

that my recent increased pain was due to 2 herniated discs in my low back. 

For the past month I have been on pain medicine that has allowed me to 

“join society” regularly. Unfortunately that is not a long term fix. Thankfully 

the doctor thinks I am too young (like hearing that!) for him to be interested 

in “open” back surgery. So at this time we are preparing for a “non-

invasive” procedure to be done to correct the herniated discs.  As of the 

latest check-up, I am having a nerve problem that is causing a delay. I will 

be on medicine for next few weeks until I am cleared to have the procedure 

done. I greatly appreciate your prayers for wisdom for the doctors and a 

speedy recovery. We are so thankful for a donor who provided finances to 

help towards paying for this procedure!!! Our current finances wouldn’t 

make it possible without this special donation. 

 

In February God brought a new contact to Con Mis 

Manos.  Chuy was contacted by a man in a town 6 

hours south of us who found info about CMM online 

and was interested in keeping in touch. Through a 

series of conversations, Chuy built a friendship with 

this man who is an architect in Tampico Mexico. He 

is deaf, communicates fully in Mex. Sign and is the 

President of the Association for the Deaf for our State.  It is a fairly 

new association that we didn’t even know existed.  It is small but they 

have great plans for increasing awareness of deafness in our state as 

well as defend legal rights of deaf people that have long been abused.  

It is very encouraging to see more assistance and support developing 

in our area and we are especially excited that the state association is 

very encouraged to see how Con Mis Manos is reaching the Deaf 

community. 

 



STUDENT BIO…Meet Juan Carlos 

At the age of 39, Juan Carlos is the oldest student enrolled in 

classes at Con Mis Manos.  Juan Carlos joined CMM in March 

of 2009. He came with no prior educational experience.  He 

literally was treated in his home as if he was a toddler who 

never grew up. It is very sad to consider the lost years of 

almost no outside contact with the world.  His first 38yrs are a 

living example of the result of misinformation concerning 

deafness. His well-meaning mother had long been warned 

repeatedly that her son was physically ill and could not hope to 

have a ñnormalò life.  This information led her to make decisions 

like her son would not be capable of even going grocery shopping with her because of 

his ñillness.ò  Juan Carlosô family recounts the fact that he was almost never allowed out 

of his home due to fear of something happening to him.  

 I remember the first time I met the family. While dropping off students we were told of a 

woman who had a deaf son in the neighborhood.  I went knocking on the door, and was 

quickly greeted by a woman suspiciously asking what I was doing there. I explained that 

I taught deaf children and someone had said maybe there was a deaf child in the home 

that would be interested in education.  The women threw her hands up in the air and 

said ñpraise God I have been praying for a school.ò After explaining a bit about CMM, I 

asked if her son was there to meet.  She said ñOh yes my little boy is here.ò  I soon 

came to find out the term ñlittle boyò was not exactly literal as a tall man walked out. 

Thinking it was the father I said ñoh is this the boyôs dad?ò  I was shocked as she said 

ñoh no this is my baby, my little Juan Carlos.ò  Standing over 6ft with a full beard he was 

the biggest ñbabyò I had ever seen.   

I left that day thinking ñhow in the world can we help him?ò  With our limited space our 

main concern was keeping the older students separated from our little ones. After some 

schedule shifting we welcomed Juan Carlos into Con Mis Manos.  We literally worked 

with him from stage one of how to hold a pencil and use scissors.  One year later there 

is still much ground to cover with Juan Carlos but he is the happiest and friendliest 

ñyoung manò you will meet. He comes to class so thankful for the opportunity to learn 

and spend time with new friends he has made.  While he still struggles with basics such 

as counting and remembering the alphabet, he is very motivated to learn and often 

encourages other students to pay attention and finish their homework.  We are so 

thankful God brought Juan Carlos to Con Mis Manos and are excited to see how God 

redeems the lost years in Juanôs life.  We are so thankful to have the privilege to watch 

God work on students like Juan Carlos and see helplessness turned into hope.  

 



Prayer Requests 

For students safety- abuse at home and neglect. 

For our student Diego(and mom) who is sad because his sister 

ran away from home. 

Recovery from back problems- Michelle 

Financial Stability for the Ministry 

      

 

 

Staying in touch: 

Join us on facebook- search for 

con mis manos  to find our brand 

new page. Become a friend and 

see frequent updates, prayer 

requests and new pictures from 

CMM. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Email: As always we love to hear from you…drop us an email at 

sign4dios@hotmail.com 


